VISVA-BHARAT1 QUARTERLY
Or as Kagawa once expressed it, Christianity into the Board
of Tradesl Perhaps this will be finally the most difficult
revolution for the followers of Gandhiji to realize. The
modern economic world is so much about us. Our physical
needs are so great that we are constantly tempted to see the
advantages of centralized economy and forget its deadly
sting. Never has man found it easy to put aside Mammon
and worship the true God. Jesus said it is more difficult
for the rich man to enter the kingdom than for the camel
to go through the needle's eye. And all of us want to be
rich. Gandhiji's religion went to the market place and
sometimes I feel that this was the place where he hurt the
Britisher most. But it was not a matter of hurting. It was
a matter of living the Truth. And the Truth makes all
whole although radical operations may be necessary at the
beginning.
FULFILMENT
Jesus once said that he came not to destroy but to fulfill
the law and the prophets, Gandhiji was also faithful to
his past tradition. Many thought him too much so. But
that was in part his secret hold upon the ordinary man.
He did not break with the best in his past. His whole
programme and philosophy grow out of great concept and
traditions of India such as: Satya, Ahinisa, Asrarna,
Swadeshi etc. That in itself was revolutionary for in these
days it has become almost the norm to break with one's
past. Out of that past Gandhiji found the source of
tomorrow's revolutionary programme and the method was
to be creative and constructive. He gave to a dying world
the 'moral equivalent for war'. We have yet to appreciate
this outstanding contribution of all times in a world that
shakes with fear let it may destroy itself tomorrow.
Religion had descended to the depths of hypocrisy,
meaningless ritualism and an institutionalism of vested
interests. No one has done more to show the pioneer that